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withdraw twice as far as their opponents was designed to secure
Bolivia's acceptance of the plan, it encountered the strongest opposi-
tion from Paraguay. The Paraguayan Government rejected the plan
immediately, stigmatizing it as 'unsatisfactory and unjust' and as
calculated to threaten the security and integrity of their country,
and they recalled their representative from Washington—refusing
on this occasion to listen to the appeal of the Neutral Commission
that they should reconsider their decision. As soon as the news of
Paraguay's rejection of the proposal was made public, Bolivia
accepted it 'in principle3 but refrained from presenting any observa-
tions in detail.
Meanwhile the Commission of Neutrals had appealed both to the
League of Nations and to the other American countries to support
their proposal. The Committee of Three appointed by the Council
of the League had continued to keep in touch with the Neutral Com-
mission, and early in November 1932 it had informed the Commis-
sion that it was *seriously concerned3 at the continued failure of the
attempts to bring the fighting in the Chaco to an end. The Committee
reported to the Council at the end of November, but the Council took
no immediate action, beyond the despatch of another appeal to
Bolivia and Paraguay to stop fighting and accept neutral mediation.1
On the 6th December the Council gave a hearing to representatives
of the two countries. Both declared that they were ready to suspend
military operations without delay—though Paraguay again made it
a condition that she should be guaranteed against a subsequent
resumption of hostilities. The Council decided once more against any
independent action and merely instructed the Committee of Three
to remain in touch with the Neutral Commission and to render any
possible assistance in the constitution of an impartial commission
which might be despatched to the Chaco. Since it was still the policy
of the Council to leave the initiative to the Neutral Commission, it
made no difficulty over promising its support of the Commission's
proposal of the 15th December. After the Paraguayan Government
had rejected that proposal, however, and had withdrawn their
representative from Washington, the Council Committee felt that it
1 In reply to this appeal, Paraguay suggested that the League should conduct
an investigation in order to determine which country was guilty of aggression,
with a view to the application of the sanctions for which Article 16 of the Cove-
nant provided, but the Government refrained from riling the formal appli-
cation under Article 15 which would have made such action by the League
possible. Bolivia, in her reply, declared that she was ready to suspend hostili-
ties and would accept a truce and the despatch of a neutral commission on
certain conditions.

